
What is true greatness? 

Start 

Have a think about the questions below. You could jot down some thoughts in the spaces 
provided.


Why do you think some people show off and boast? 

How do you feel if you see someone showing off and bragging? 

What do you think our world would say about what it means to be truly great? What 
might Jesus say about this? 
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Bible reading 

Read Mark 9:33-37. You can read it online here:

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9%3A33-37&version=NIV 


Why do you think Jesus’ disciples were having the argument described in verse 34? 

Why do you think Jesus says what he does in verses 35-37? How is this perhaps 
different to what the world might say? 

What does this story show us about what Jesus is like? 

The Bible says that Jesus is the Son of God. Because of that he had all God’s power and 
could do anything. Jesus lived in a society where people saw greatness as being 
powerful, rich and dominating other people. At the time he is teaching, the Romans are in 
charge and they enjoy pushing the Israelites down. There were people who were Romans 
and who were Israelites who enjoyed having authority over other people and making them 
work for them. Jesus challenges his followers to have the opposite view. He says, true 
greatness means serving people and getting nothing in return. 


Prayer time 

If you want to, you could spend some time in prayer. There are some ideas below.


• Thank Jesus that he shows us what true greatness means

• Ask Jesus to help you see opportunities where you can help others this week and show 

what he’s like to them
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9%3A33-37&version=NIV


Other stuff you could do in the week 

Have a look at the quotes below (there is one for each day of the week). Do you agree 
with them? Disagree? Bit of both? You could jot down some thoughts if you like.
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