
Palm Sunday 

The story we are looking at is remembered as Palm Sunday. It is the start of what the 
church calls Holy Week, when we remember Jesus entering Jerusalem and what 
happened after that with Easter. 


Can you remember a time when you were really desperate for something to 
happen? What did it feel like? 

In the time of Jesus, the Israelites were desperately hoping for a king. In the past they  
had been taken over by other people because they had forgotten God and what it meant 
to live for him. God always loved his people no matter what and he promised to bring 
them back to Israel one day and he did. At the time of Jesus, the Israelites were back in 
Israel, but they still were not completely free. The Romans were in charge and they made 
life really hard for them. They put heavy taxes on them and disrespected them and looked 
down on them. The stories the Israelites knew contained promises about a king who 
would come and set his people free. God had promised to send him. The Israelites were 
desperately hoping that this special king would come soon, push the Romans out of their 
land and set them free. 


Bible passage 

Read Matthew 21:1-11. You can access it with this link below:


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A1-11&version=NIV 


How does the crowd react to Jesus coming into Jerusalem? 

Waving palm branches was a sign in Israel that a victory had been won. The word 
“Hosanna,” means “Save us.” Putting your cloak on the ground was a sign of paying 
respect to a king. Verse 9 tells us that the crowd called Jesus, the “Son of David”. David 
was a famous king in Israel’s history and God had promised that his special king would 
have a connection to David’s family. The crowd believed Jesus to be the special king God 
had promised them. In verse 5 Matthew quotes a man called Malachi, who was an 
Israelite who had said hundreds of years earlier that God would send his special king to 
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free his people. The crowd were really excited because they believed this was now 
happening. Israelites had been waiting for hundreds of years for this and now it was 
happening.


What kind of king do you think Jesus came to be?  

Do you think he was what the people were expecting? 

Finishing up 

Take some time to think about what this story means for you. Maybe write down some 
thoughts. If you want to pray, below are some ideas for prayer:


• Thank Jesus that he loves you and wants to know you personally.

• Ask Jesus to help you understand what kind of king he is. 

• Ask Jesus to help all those who need freedom and who are finding life hard in any way.


Other stuff you could do in the week 

Have a look at the quotes on the next page (there is one for each day of the week). Do 
you agree with them? Disagree? Bit of both? You could jot down some thoughts if you 
like.
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