
Easter Bible readings 
Start 

You can do these sessions on your own or with other people, whichever you’d prefer. Try 
to find a place where you won’t be disturbed. You could write down any thoughts you 
have during these sessions as a way of helping you keep track. If you want to read the 
passage online, just go to the Bible Gateway website and type the passage in. You don’t 
have to do the readings on the day that’s given, you can do them whenever you like. I’ve 
just broken them up because it helps us follow what happened and when.


Thursday 

Jesus has the Last Supper with his friends 

On Thursday of Holy Week, the church remembers Jesus’ Last Supper, his betrayal and 
arrest. 


Read John 13:21-26.


Have you ever felt betrayed by someone before? How did it feel? 

Jesus knew that Judas would betray him, but he still loved him anyway. Jesus knows the 
pain of being betrayed because it happened to him. Judas had been a friend of Jesus all 
the time Jesus had been around doing the work he had been. Now he was going to 
betray him to his enemies. This must have been very painful for Jesus.


Read Luke 22:47-51. 


Why do you think Jesus told his disciples to not fight for him in verse 51? 

Why do you think he heals the man’s ear? 

Judas leads Jesus’ enemies to him and he is arrested. This is a huge betrayal. Jesus 
knows exactly what it is like to be betrayed, but he doesn’t get dragged down by what 
Judas and his enemies have done. He even heals one of the men who is with his 
enemies.


If you want to pray below are some ideas for prayer:


• Thank Jesus that he understands what it’s like to feel betrayed.

• Ask Jesus to help all those who feel lonely at the moment.


Friday 

Jesus is put on the cross 

The religious leaders put Jesus on trial and all kinds of lies are told about him. They 
decide to execute him because he says he is the Son of God, which means he’s saying 
he is God. The people have to go to the Romans because only the Romans can execute 
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people. They take him to a man called Pilate who is in charge, but he doesn’t want to hurt 
Jesus. 


Read Luke 23:13-25. 


Why do you think Pilate gave into the crowd? 

Have you ever felt pressured to do something you knew wasn’t right? 

Jesus is being treated in a totally unfair way. He’s being punished when he’s done nothing 
wrong. Again, we see that Jesus knows what it’s like to be betrayed and he also knows 
what it’s like to be punished when you haven’t done anything wrong. 


Read Mark 15:25-31. Here we see Jesus being put on the cross. 


What do people say whilst Jesus is on the cross?  

How do you think Jesus felt? 

The church remembers the day Jesus died by calling it ‘Good Friday’. This seems like a 
really strange name to remember what happened to Jesus. It was an incredibly sad day 
because Jesus suffered so much. But all the time, Jesus was making sure that all the 
barriers between us and him were being taken away. That is why he goes to the cross. He 
wants us all to know him personally and to get rid of everything that gets in the way of us 
and him. 


Read mark 15:37-38. 


What happens in verse 38?  

This seems like a strange detail to put in the story. The curtain of the temple was what 
separated everyone else from God’s presence. As soon as Jesus died, the curtain was 
torn up. That was because in dying Jesus had broken down all the barriers between us 
and him. Everyone could be forgiven and know God for themselves. There were no 
barriers anymore.


If you want to pray, below are some ideas for prayer:


• Thank Jesus that he has broken down all the barriers between us and him

• Thank Jesus that he loves you no matter what and ask him to help you remember this.

• Pray for someone you know who doesn’t know Jesus’ love that they can know it too.


Saturday 

How do you think the followers of Jesus felt on the Saturday after he was put on the 
cross? 

Have you ever felt like you had no hope? 
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The Saturday of Easter can be easy for us to skip over because we know how the story 
ends on Easter Sunday. But Saturday must have been very difficult for Jesus’ followers. 
They had given up so much to follow him. One time Peter said to Jesus, “We have left 
everything to follow you!” (Matt 19:27) They had put all their hopes on Jesus being the 
one to put everything right in Israel and it seemed that now all their dreams and hopes 
were completely wiped out. 


Read Psalm 22:1-5


Do you think these verses perhaps show how Jesus’ followers felt on the Saturday? 

Read verse 19. 


How is this verse different from verses 1-5? 

If you read all this psalm, you’ll see the writer is feeling very low, everything seems to 
have gone wrong and they are struggling to find God in their situation. But in verse 19, 
they still reach out to God, because they know he hears their prayer. The psalm is much 
more hopeful towards the end which is really interesting when we see how it actually 
starts. If you read the psalm closely, you see that it’s talking about what has happened to 
Jesus on the cross. This psalm was written hundreds of years before Jesus came to 
earth.


What can this psalm teach us about finding God in hard times? 

If you want to pray, below are some ideas for prayer:


• Thank Jesus that he always hears us when we pray.

• Ask Jesus to help you know him in the things you find hard.

• Pray for anyone you know who is struggling or feeling down. Ask Jesus to show them 

he is there for them.


Sunday 

Jesus comes back to life 

Before doing the reading, have a think about the following questions:


How do you think Jesus’ followers felt after what had happened to him? 

Where do you think Jesus’ followers would have gone to now? 

Read John 20:1-20


How does Mary Magdalene react when she sees Jesus? How does everyone else 
react? 

Finishing up 
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Spend some time thinking about what this whole story means to you. You could write 
your thoughts down. Below are some ideas for prayer:


• Thank Jesus that nothing is strong enough to stop him

• Thank Jesus for his love for you and ask him to help you remember it.

• Ask Jesus to help you understand him better.
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Other stuff you could do in the week starting Easter Monday 

Have a look at the quotes on the next page (there is one for each day of the week). Do 
you agree with them? Disagree? Bit of both? You could jot down some thoughts if you 
like.
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