
Jesus forgives Peter 
Start 

You can do this session on your own or with other people, whichever you’d prefer. Try to 
find a place where you won’t be disturbed. You could write down any thoughts you have 
during these sessions as a way of helping you keep track. If you want to read the passage 
online, just go to the ‘Bible Gateway’ website and type the passage in there.

 

Questions 

Have you ever felt like you’ve made a terrible mistake that you can never put right? How 
did it feel?


We’ve all thought, said and done things we wish we hadn’t. In today’s story we are 
looking at Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples. Before Jesus was put on the cross, Peter 
had promised him that he wouldn’t run away, that he would stay with Jesus no 
matter what. Jesus told Peter that Peter would deny knowing him 3 times, but Peter 
insisted he wouldn’t do that. But that is exactly what happened. You can read about 
it in Luke 22:54-62. Peter was so upset at what he’d done and must have wondered 
if he could ever put things right.  

Bible passage 

Peter had seen Jesus since he’d come back to life, but they hadn’t yet talked about what 
had happened. For Peter, what he had done still wasn’t fixed and it would definitely have 
been on his mind.


Read John 21:1-17. 


In ancient times, people who’s job was to catch fish would go out at night. This was 
because the fish would be nearer the top of the ocean because of the dark. During the 
day, the fish would be right at the bottom of the sea, so catching them then would be 
incredibly difficult.


How do you think Peter and the others in the boat felt when they caught nothing 
that night? 

What happens in verses 4-6? 

Why do you think Jesus did this for them? 

How does Peter react when he realises it’s Jesus? 

What happens in verses 15-17? What does this conversation show us about how 
Jesus felt towards Peter? 

Jesus asks Peter 3 times if he loves him so that he can show him he is forgiven for what 
he’s done. Jesus is not holding what Peter did against him. More than that, he gives Peter 
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an important job. When he tells Peter to take care of his lambs and feed his sheep, he’s 
saying to Peter that he will be a leader from now on in telling people about Jesus. 


How do you think Peter felt when Jesus forgave him and showed him he had an 
important job for him? 

What does this story show us about Jesus and what he is like? 

Finishing up 

Peter was just an ordinary person just like all of us. He hadn’t done anything to deserve 
Jesus’ forgiveness, but Jesus still loved Peter anyway, even when he denied knowing 
him. Jesus feels the same about all of us whoever we are. He loves us no matter what. 
There is a great verse in the Bible from a book called Hebrews and it says:


‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and for ever.’ (Hebrews 13:8)


Jesus’ love is real and it’s always there. Jesus went to the cross for Peter and he went 
there for all of us too. That means that we can all know Jesus’ love and forgiveness just 
like Peter did. 


Take some time to think about what this story means for you. If you want to pray, 
below are some ideas. 

• Thank Jesus that he loves you no matter what. 
• Tell Jesus about anything you feel you need to say sorry for. Remember Jesus 

loves you no matter what. 
• Ask Jesus to help you know him better and what it means to follow him.  

Other stuff you could do in the week 

Have a look at the quotes below and on the next page (there is one for each day of the 
week). Do you agree with them? Disagree? Bit of both? You could jot down some 
thoughts if you like.
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