
 Philip goes off travelling 

Start 

You can do this session on your own or with other people, whichever you’d prefer. Try to find a 
place where you won’t be disturbed. You could write down any thoughts you have during these 
sessions as a way of helping you keep track. If you want to read the passage online, just go to the 
‘Bible Gateway’ website and type the passage in there. 
hBps://www.biblegateway.com  

Quiz 

1. What would you be more nervous about? 

A. Talking to someone you’ve never met before 

B. Talking to someone who’s been unkind to you 

2. What would you be more nervous about? 

A. Going to your favourite school lesson led by an unkind teacher 

B. Going to a school lesson you find really hard, but the teacher is kind 

3. What would you be more nervous about? 

A. Going to a country you’ve never visited before for 1 week. 

B. Having a family from another country stay with you for 1 week. 

4. What would you be more nervous about? 

A. Standing up to a bully 

B. Standing up to your best friend because they’ve done something wrong 

The point behind that was to get us thinking about risks because in the story today, Philip (one of 
Jesus’ followers) had to take a risk.  

Philip had been teaching people about Jesus in Samaria and this had been going really well. But 
one day Jesus asks him to leave and go somewhere else. Philip doesn’t know where he is going. 
Jesus tells Philip to leave and doesn’t say why or where he’s taking him.  

Bible passage 

Read Acts 8:26-40.  

How do you think Philip felt when God told him to leave Samaria? 
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How do you think Philip might have felt when he was about to talk to this man? 

How is Philip brave here? 

What might have happened if Philip hadn’t spoken to this man? 

What does this passage teach us about following Jesus? 

There were different ways Philip had to be brave in this story. He had to leave Samaria where 
things had been going really well and take a journey not knowing where he was going. He also had 
to be brave enough to speak to the Ethiopian. Speaking with the Ethiopian would have been made 
harder because he was an official person and that usually meant you couldn’t speak with someone 
like him without permission first. Because Philip was brave enough to listen to Jesus, the Ethiopian 
official was able to understand what he was reading and to know Jesus for himself. That meant 
he’d be able to tell people in his own country about Jesus. Some[mes, it might seem like what 
Jesus is asking us to do is strange or doesn’t seem to make any sense, but this passage shows us 
that when we follow him things work out. 

Finishing up  

Spend some [me thinking about what this story means for you. Below are some ideas for prayer: 

• Thank Jesus that he knows what he’s doing and that we can trust him. 

• Ask Jesus to help you see where he’s asking you to be brave. 

• Pray for anyone you know who is needing to be brave right now. Ask Jesus to help them. 

Other stuff you could do in the week 

Have a look at the following Bible verses. There are short passages for each day of the week. You 
could jot down some thoughts in response to them.


‘The Lord makes firm the steps

    of the one who delights in him.’ (Psalm 37:23)


‘We are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 
in advance for us to do.’ (Ephesians 2:10)


Jesus’ words to his followers: “Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my 
servant also will be.” (John 12:26)
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A promise from God: “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your 
heart.” (Jeremiah 29:13)


‘Come near to God and he will come near to you.’ (Jeremiah 4:8)


A promise from God: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

    neither are your ways my ways.” (Isaiah 55:8)


A promise from God: “My word that goes out from my mouth…

    will not return to me empty,

but will accomplish what I desire

    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”

(Isaiah 55:11)
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