
Paul, Silas and the jailer 

Start 

You can do this session on your own or with other people, whichever you’d prefer. Try to find a 
place where you won’t be disturbed. You could write down any thoughts you have during these 
sessions as a way of helping you keep track. If you want to read the passage online, just go to the 
‘Bible Gateway’ website and type the passage in there. 
hBps://www.biblegateway.com  

Quiz 

1. Your friend has just upset you in front of everyone. Do you: 

A. End your friendship with them  
B. Tell them how you felt 

2. You need help with something and your friend knows what to do. Do you: 

A. Carry on by yourself because you want to do it on your own 
B. Ask your friend for help and learn from what they do 

3. Someone new has just joined your school/club you go to. You see them on their own a lot. 
Do you: 

A. Try to spend some Nme with them and get to know them 
B. Let someone else do it 

4. You see someone being bullied in school/club you go to. Do you 

A. Ignore it and hope it stops 
B. Ask an adult for help 

The point behind that was to get us thinking about how we can reach out when we are struggling and how 
we can offer help to others as well as how we can react in helpful ways when we’re treated unfairly. The 
story for today looks at Paul and Silas and how they showed forgiveness to someone who had been cruel to 
them. 

Bible passage 

Paul had previously persecuted the followers of Jesus, but he had come to know Jesus for himself 
and began following him (you can read about that in Acts 9). In the story for today, we see Paul and 
his co-missionary and friend, Silas in prison in a Roman colony called Philippi. They had been 
spreading Jesus’ message, but now they had been arrested for it.  

Read Acts 16:20-24.  

In verses 20-21, the accusaNons against Paul and Silas are very serious because if anyone was 
accused of promoNng behaviour that went against Rome, that was seen as them defying the 
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Roman emperor which would be seen as treason. Paul and Silas are having to model a different 
way of living compared to everyone else.  

Have you ever felt pressured to go against what you believe is right? 

What does the jailer do in verse 24? How do you think Paul and Silas were feeling? 

Read verses 25-34.  

How do Paul and Silas react to how they’ve been treated in verse 25? Why do you think they 
react like this? 

How do Paul and Silas treat the jailer? How is this radically different to how the jailer had 
treated them? What affect does it have on the jailer? 

Paul and Silas didn’t allow their circumstances to determine their a\tude or how they would 
react. They stayed focussed on Jesus and in so doing, other people listened to them (verse 25) and 
the jailer experienced first-hand the love and forgiveness of Jesus, leading him to then take care of 
Paul and Silas’s wounds and feed them. 

In what ways can we help ourselves to not allow our circumstances to determine our aHtudes? 

Read verses 35-40 

Why do you think that Paul reacts as he does here? Why not just leave and move on? 

How can we make sure we stand up for ourselves and others in the right way? 

Finishing up  

Spend some Nme thinking about what this story means for you. Below are some ideas for prayer: 

• Thank Jesus that he is always able to meet us in any situaNon we find ourselves in. 

• Ask Jesus to help you stand up for yourself and others in the right way. 

• Pray for anyone you know who is treated unfairly and people round the world who are treated 
unfairly. Ask Jesus to help them and to provide people to stand up for them in the right way. 

Other stuff you could do in the week 

Have a look at the following Bible verses. There are short passages for each day of the week. You 
could jot down some thoughts in response to them.


‘Do not gloat when your enemy falls;

    when they stumble, do not let your heart rejoice.’ Proverbs 24:17
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“The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving.” Daniel 9:9


‘Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.’ 1 John 4:7


‘If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.’ Romans 12:18


Jesus’ words: “Love your neighbour as yourself.” (Mark 12:31)


‘And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.' 1 John 4:16


“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” John 15:12
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