
Paul and the Shipwreck 

Start 

You can do this session on your own or with other people, whichever you’d prefer. Try to find a 
place where you won’t be disturbed. You could write down any thoughts you have during these 
sessions as a way of helping you keep track. If you want to read the passage online, just go to the 
‘Bible Gateway’ website and type the passage in there. 
hBps://www.biblegateway.com  

Quiz 

1. A window in the classroom has been broken. Someone tells the teacher it was you when it 
wasn’t. Do you: 

A. Panic and franKcally say it wasn’t you 

B. Yell at the other person for falsely accusing you 

C. Tell the teacher it wasn’t you and get people to support what you’re saying 

2. You accidentally break something special at home. Do you: 

A. Try to avoid admiNng it was you 

B. Blame someone for puNng it in a place where it was likely to get broken 

C. Admit what happened and say sorry 

3. You’ve been given a really difficult piece of homework at school. You don’t know how to 
start it. Do you: 

A. Try to sort it out yourself 

B. Get someone to do it for you 

C. Ask for help 

4. Your teacher asks you to do a reading in front of the whole school including everyone’s 
parents. You’ve never done this before. Do you: 

A. Make up an excuse to not do it 

B. Try not to think about it and hope for the best 

C. PracKse and get someone to help you 

The point behind that was to get us thinking about how we react when unexpected things happen. 
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https://www.biblegateway.com


Bible input and discussion 

We are looking towards the end of Acts where we see Paul headed to Rome. He was on his way 
because he had been arrested for being a follower of Jesus and he had used his Roman right to 
have a trial in Rome.  

Read Acts 27:8-12  

How do you think Paul felt when the officer in charge ignored what he said? 

Read 27:14-20. Here we see the storm come and everyone is scared because they’re in real danger. 

How do you think Paul felt now? 

How do you think the officer in charge felt? 

Read 27:21-26. Here we see Paul speak up again and this Kme he’s listened to. 

How is Paul being brave here? 

Read 27:27-44. Here we see how everyone stays safe. God keeps everyone safe and uses Paul to 
help him do it. 

How does Paul con?nue to be brave here?  

How is he kind to the Romans even though he’s their prisoner? 

What does this story teach us about following Jesus? 

Finishing up  

Spend some Kme thinking about what this story means for you. Below are some ideas for prayer: 

• Thank Jesus that he guides us when things are hard 

• Pray for anyone you know who you find it hard to get on with. Ask Jesus to help you with your 
relaKonship with them so they can see who he is. 

• Pray for all ChrisKans in the world who like Paul are treated badly because they follow Jesus. 
Pray also for those who hurt them that Jesus will show them who he is.  
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Other stuff you could do in the week 

Have a look at the following Bible verses. There are short passages for each day of the week. 
You could jot down some thoughts in response to them.


Psalm 119:105: ‘Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.’


‘My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, 
slow to speak and slow to become angry.’ James 1:19


‘For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.’ Ephesians 2:10


‘I know that everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to it and 
nothing taken from it.’ Ecclesiastes 3:12
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“The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7


‘A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.’ Proverbs 15:1


Jesus’ words: “I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:20
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