
Joseph Part 3


You can do this session with your children any time you like. The story is taken from 
Genesis 41:1-40. If you want to read it online just go to this link: https://
www.biblegateway.com and type the passage in the search engine.


Start


What do you think being patient means?


Why can being patient be hard sometimes?


In our story today, we see how Joseph had to keep being patient and how God 
rewarded him for that.


Bible story


After the man Joseph had helped was released from jail, he forgot about Joseph and 
didn’t mention him to Pharaoh. 2 years went by and Joseph remained in the jail. But 
then something really strange happened. One night Pharaoh had 2 really strange 
dreams. In the first one he was standing by the Nile river when he saw 7 large cows 
come up. They were strong and healthy. But then 7 unhealthy cows came up and ate up 
the healthy ones. Pharaoh woke up feeling puzzled. He then went back to sleep and 
had another strange dream. In this one he saw 7 ears of corn growing. They were 
growing well, but then 7 bad ears of corn came up and swallowed up the 7 good ones. 
Pharaoh woke up again feeling puzzled.


In the morning Pharaoh was trying to work out what the dreams meant, but nobody 
could help him. Then the cupbearer finally remembered Joseph and what he had done 
for him. He said to Pharaoh, “I know a man I was in prison with who helped me when I 
had a strange dream. He told me that it meant that you were going to free me and it 
all happened just as he said it would.” Pharaoh ordered that Joseph be released and 
brought to see him right away. So Joseph was fetched from the prison and when he 
had washed he came to see Pharaoh. 


Pharaoh said, “I’ve had 2 very strange dreams and I can’t work out what they mean. 
I’m told that you can interpret dreams though.” Joseph replied. “It is only God who can 
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interpret dreams, not me. God will show you the meaning of the dreams you had.” 
Pharaoh then told Joseph about his dreams. Joseph said, “Both dreams have the same 
meaning. There will be 7 years of good harvests in Egypt, but then after that there 
will be 7 years of very bad harvests. It is really important that you have someone in 
charge of all the food in Egypt for the next 7 years so that enough can be saved to 
make sure everyone is alright in the 7 bad years.”


Pharaoh was amazed at what Joseph said. He told him, “God clearly has shown you 
what to do, so I am going to put you in charge of everything. You will be in charge of 
everyone and they will do as you say.” That day Joseph became the second-most 
powerful man in Egypt. God was starting to make Joseph’s dreams come true. But 
Joseph’s challenges were not over yet.


How do you think Joseph felt when he was finally let out of prison?


What does this story show us about what God is like?


What to do next


Below are some suggestions:


• You could chat about your favourite part of the story.

• You could act out the story.


You could pray together. Below are some ideas for prayer:


• Thank Jesus that he always keeps his promises.

• Ask Jesus to help you be patient when you need to be.

• Pray for people who help others who don’t have enough food. Ask Jesus to help them 

and the people they’re helping and show them all who he is.
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