
Joseph sees his brothers again 

Start 

You can do this session on your own or with other people, whichever you’d prefer. Try to find a 
place where you won’t be disturbed. You could write down any thoughts you have during these 
sessions as a way of helping you keep track. If you want to read the passage online, just go to the 
‘Bible Gateway’ website and type the passage in there. 
hBps://www.biblegateway.com  

Quiz 

1. Forgiveness means you let the person who’s hurt you get away with it.


A. I agree

B. I disagree

C. I agree with neither A or B


2. Revenge is always better than forgiveness because it means you can get even with 
whoever has hurt you.


A. I agree

B. I disagree because revenge never makes you feel better

C. I agree that revenge can feel good for a short time, but in the long-term you end up 

regretting it


3. If you don’t forgive people when they hurt you, you can never truly be free even if you 
get revenge.


A. I agree

B. I disagree, because part of being free means getting even with whoever has hurt you

C. I agree, but forgiveness takes time and doesn’t necessarily happen quickly.


The point behind that was to get us thinking about where Joesph ends up today. He has 
come through his challenges and is now the second most powerful man in the whole of 
Egypt. However, today we see he is faced with a new challenge because he sees his 
brothers again.


Bible passages 

Today, we pick up over 7 years later. The famine has come and Joseph is making sure 
everyone has enough food. Things have been great for Joseph, but now he is about to be 
challenged again when he sees his brothers for the first time in around 20 years. 


Read Genesis 42:1-17.


How do you think Joseph felt when he saw his brothers? 

How do you think Joseph’s brothers felt about how he treated them? 

1

https://www.biblegateway.com


Read Genesis 42:18-26. Here we see Joseph arrange a deal with his brothers. We also 
see how he and they are both feeling.


Why do you think Joseph cried? 

Do you think Joseph still loved his brothers despite what they’d done to him? 

How do Joseph’s brothers react to what’s happening? 

What does this part of Joseph’s story teach us about being forgiven and giving 
forgiveness? 

To be forgiven, we need to understand what we’ve done and why it is not right. Then we 
need to say sorry and commit to not doing it again. Forgiving others doesn’t mean we say 
what they’ve done doesn’t matter. It’s about understanding what happened, why it was 
wrong and how it made us feel. Like with Joseph, this can take time. Joseph’s brothers 
needed to understand that what they did was wrong. The great news is that Jesus has 
paid the price for everything we’ve ever thought, said and done that is wrong. That means 
we can be forgiven and have God help us to be more like he made us to be. It also means 
we can forgive others when they hurt us by relying on God to help us do it. It may take 
time, but God will give us the love and strength to forgive if we let him.


Finishing up 

Spend some Gme thinking about what this story means for you. Below are some ideas for prayer: 

• Thank Jesus for the forgiveness he offers all of us. 

• Ask Jesus to show you what you need to work on to be a beBer follower of him. 

• Ask Jesus to help you show forgiveness where you need to. Remember someGmes this takes 
Gme. 

Other stuff you could do in the week 

Have a look at the following Bible verses. There are short passages for each day of the week. You 
could jot down some thoughts in response to them. 

“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they 
will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” Isaiah 40:31 

‘The Lord is my shepherd.’ Psalm 23:1 
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‘No-one whose hope is in you will ever be put to shame.’ Psalm 25:3 

‘Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths.’ Psalm 25:4 

‘The Lord is my light and my salvaGon- whom shall I fear?’ Psalm 27:1 

‘The Lord is the strength of his people.’ Psalm 28:8 

‘Since you are my rock and my fortress, for the sake of your name lead and guide me.’ Psalm 31:3 
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